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LIGHT TO MODERATE RAINS IN PARTS OF 
UTTAR PRADESH TODAY 
LUCKNOW:  Light to moderate rains and thundershowers occurred at 
isolated places in Uttar Pradesh in the past 24 hours, the meteorological 
office said here on Monday. Light thunderstorms accompanied with lighting 
occurred at isolated places over western parts of the state, they said. 
Nighasan in Lakhimpur Kheri district received the maximum rainfall of 3 cm 
while Balrampur and Meerut recorded 2 cm each. The Met office has forecast 
rain and thundershower to be likely at many places over eastern UP and at 
few places over western parts of the state on Tuesday.  HTC

UBI BACKS 
INDIAFIRST LIFE 
PRAYAGRAJ : After the merger of 
the existing Andhra Bank and 
Corporation Bank into Union Bank 
of India (UBI), it became the fifth 
largest public sector bank in the 
country. It is the new promoter of 
IndiaFirst Life Insurance Company 
Limited (IndiaFirst Life) with 30 
percent stake. Also, Bank of 
Baroda (BoB) holds 44 per cent 
stake and Carmel Point Invest-
ments India Private Limited owns 
26 per cent stake. Regarding this 
merger, RM Vishakha, MD and 
CEO, IndiaFirst Life Insurance 
Company Limited said, “IndiaFirst 
Life will adopt this change and 
touch new dimensions of growth 
and expansion. “

INDIA’S FIRST MED 
AV CHATBOT 
PRAYAGRAJ : BhookhaHaathi, 
health-tech start-up has devel-
oped Elie, medical assistant 
service based on SaaS technology. 
Software as a service (SaaS) is a 
software distribution model in 
which a third-party provider 
hosts applications and makes 
them available to customers over 
the Internet. “The company plans 
to first launch a pilot on Alexa and 
Google home soon. The AV or 
audio video chatbot Elie is built 
on the foundations of Bhookha-
Haathi’s current artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and will provide a 
medical assistant for entire family, 
said Abhimanyu Rishi, co-founder, 
BhookhaHaathi. 

shortstories

PRAYAGRAJ : Two boys aged 15 and 14 years drowned in the Ganga when 
they went into deep waters while bathing on Monday. Body of one of the 
boys was fished out while search was on for the other, police said. According 
to reports, residents of Dadauli village of Soraon area, Chandan and his 
cousin Praveen have gone to take bath in river Ganga at a ghat in Phapha-
mau area with five other friends. The duo went into deep waters while 
taking bath and started drowning. The locals rushed to their rescue when 
their friends raised an alarm but failed to take them out. Shivkuti police 
engaged divers to search the boys. Body of Praveen had been recovered 
while search operation was on for the other boy, he added. 

news

TEENS DROWN IN GANGA 

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW : Several development,

tourism and infrastructure pro-

jects for Ayodhya will be

announced on August 5 when

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

is scheduled to lay the founda-

tion stone of the Ram temple,

according to an official release.

Several projects, which have

been completed, will be dedi-

cated to the people of Ayodhya

on the occasion, the release

added.

Among the proposed projects

is a new township that the Yogi

Adityanath government has

approved to decongest Ayodhya,

the release said. This township

will come up on 600 acres of land

at Shahnawazpur on the Luc-

know -Gorakhpur highway.

Uttar Pradesh Awas Vikas Pari-

shad (UP Housing Board), a state

government body, will imple-

ment the project, it added.

The Ayodhya divisional com-

missioner has been made nodal

officer of development projects

in Ayodhya. 

“All projects will be com-

pleted in a time-bound manner.

We will also ensure quality

work,” said Rishikesh Upad-

hyay, the mayor of Ayodhya. 

Several Ayodhya projects to be 
announced on bhumi pujan day
WHAT’S NEW? Among the proposed projects is a new township that the Yogi 
Adityanath government has approved to decongest Ayodhya

n Tapping of 15 drains falling into Saryu
river, sewer line and 32 mld pumping 
station: Rs 363.95 crore 

n 165 km sewer line in old Faizabad: 
Project cost to be estimated 

n Lighting of Hanuman Garhi, Dashrath
Mahal, Kanak Bhawan, Janki Mandir, 
Digambar Akhara and Rajdwar 
Mandir: Rs 4.30 crore 

n Elevated road of 1.90 km from NH 27 
bypass (Ayodhya) till Ram Janma-
bhoomi: Rs 275.25 crore 

n Widening of 13.3 km Sahadatganj- 
Nayaghat road: Rs 210 .62 crore 

n Widening of two kilometre road from
NH 27 to Ram Ghat (Digambar Akhara)
to Faizabad: Rs 8.60 crore 

n Around 400 shops will be relocated for

widening of road from Naya Ghat to 
Ayodhya gate.

n 302 shops near Tedi Bazar: Rs 21.41 
crore 

n Commercial complex: Rs 9.71 crore 

n Widening of all roads near Ram 
Janmabhoomi campus: Rs 4.26 crore 

n Widening of Panchkoshi Parikrama 
Marg: Rs 25.35 crore

n Widening of road from Saryu Ghat up
to Ram Janmabhoomi: Rs 6.45 crore 

n Widening of roads from bus stand, 
railway station and airport till Ram 
Janmabhoomi: Rs 23.21 crore 

n Other projects near Ram Janma-
bhoomi: Rs 22.68 crore 

n Embankment at Guptar Ghat: Rs 39.63
crore 

PROJECTS 
UNDERWAY IN 
AYODHYA 
n Bhajan Sandhya Sthal 

n Satsang Bhawan, Yatri 
Bhawan 

n Queen Ho Memorial Park

n Ram Katha Park 

n Development work 
proposed under Rama-
yan circuit 

n Renovation of Lakshman
Quila Ghat 

n Renovation of Guptar 
Ghat 

n Re-modelling of Ram Ki
Paidi on lines of Har Ki 
Pauri in Haridwar 

n Press Club 

n International Ram Leela
Centre 

n Theme Park 

n Auditorium 

n Renovation of historic 
ponds

n Extension of existing 
airport

n Rs 80 crore for makeover
of Ayodhya railway 
station (project already
underway). 

PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR AYODHYA 

VARANASI:  ‘Bhumi pujan’, the

foundation-laying ceremony of

Ram temple in Ayodhya, will be

performed on August 5 under the

supervision of a three-member

team of Kashi Vidwat Parishad,

an organisation of scholars of

subjects like vedas, astrology and

sanskrit. The team will leave for

Ayodhya on August 4. 

“A few days ago, ‘bhumi pujan’

organisers contacted us for send-

ing three noted scholars of astrol-

ogy and vedas for performing the

rituals,” said Ramnarayan Dwiv-

edi, convenor of the Kashi Vidwat

Parishad. 

The organisation accepted the

invitation and nominated three

scholars, including parishad’s

vice-president Prof Ramchandra

Pandey, member Prof Vinay

Kumar Pandey and Dwivedi for

attending the ‘bhumi pujan’ cere-

mony. Dwivedi said the ‘bhumi

pujan’ will be performed under

the scholars’ supervision. 

Prof Ramchandra Pandey, a

noted astrology scholar, is a

former dean of faculty of Sanskrit

Vidya Dharma Vigyan (SVDV),

BHU and Prof Vinay Kumar Pan-

dey teaches astrology at the

department of astrology.  HTC

VARANASI 

SCHOLARS TO 

SUPERVISE 

‘BHUMI PUJAN’  

n FOR REPRESENTATION PURPOSE ONLY

HT Correspondent 
n allahabad.htdesk@hindustantimes.com 

PRAYAGRAJ : Police will carry out

forensic test of the audio in which

Atiq Ahmad is purportedly issu-

ing threats to builder Zaid Khalid.

A sample of Atiq’s voice will be

taken for matching it with  audio

which will ascertain if the voice

in the audio is of the former MP. 

Builder Zaid Khalid has lodged

an FIR against Atiq and his

henchmen, including Malli and

others, a few days back. Zaid

alleged that Malli and his associ-

ates abducted him on November

22, 2019 and forced him to talk to

Atiq lodged in Ahmedabad Jail. 

Atiq allegedly threatened Zaid

over transfer of some property

and said that he was earlier

abducted and assaulted at Deoria

Jail for not following his orders.

Malli used his mobile for talking

to the former MP, Zaid had

claimed before the police. 

SP (City) Dinesh Kumar Singh

said the phone used for talking to

Ahmad will be sent for forensic

examination and sample of Atiq’s

voice will be matched with audio

after which action will be taken

against accused persons. Among

the accused, Malli and Saddam

are on the run while former MP

Atiq and one Ali are lodged in jail.

The audio clip of Atiq issuing

threats to Zaid Khalid has gone

viral some days back.  Police is

also tracing whereabouts of

Ahmad’s driver Mohammad

Umar aka Makkhi, who is one of

his close aides. 

Atiq’s voice to 
be matched with 
viral audio clip 

VARANASI : Mahatma Gandhi

Kashi Vidyapeeth Varanasi vice

chancellor professor TN Singh

said the relations between India

and Nepal are too deep and cul-

tural unity can resolve hetero-

geneous geographical economic

and political problems. 

He was speaking at the webi-

nar on ‘India-Nepal National

Cooperation: Relevance of the

views of Pandit Deen Dayal

Upadhyay’ here on Monday.

Nepali Congress leader and

former deputy finance minister

of Nepal Uday Shamsher Rana

said political representatives in

his country were using nation-

alism to confuse the youth for

their personal benefit. The

webinar was organised jointly

by Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay

Research Chair, National Ser-

vice Scheme, and MGKV.  

The keynote speaker of the

webinar was Prof SD Muni,

emeritus professor, Jawaharlal

Nehru University Expert of

Indo - Nepal Relations attended

the event. HTC

‘India-Nepal capable of 
resolving problems’ 

HT Correspondent 
n letters@htlive.com

AGRA:  The Kasganj police arrested

12 people in the Hodalpur village

triple murder case, on Monday.

Agra zone additional director

general (ADG) Ajay Anand

reached the village on Monday

and claimed that the search was

on for the remaining three

accused. The FIR lodged in the

case had named 15 persons.

Hodalpur village, near Soron

town, in Kasganj district, was

rocked by a triple murder late on

Sunday evening. Three of a fam-

ily were shot dead while three

others were injured amongst

whom one critically injured was

referred to Aligarh for treatment.

SP Kasganj Susheel Ghule had

reached the spot and a case was

registered at Soron Kotwali

police station on the complaint of

one Vijendra, who too was tar-

geted and suffered minor inju-

ries. 

“It is believed that old enmity

arising out of village head (prad-

han) elections five years back was

the reason for the crime. Adding

fuel to fire was the honour killing

of an employee of the family of

which three members were killed

on Sunday night. For that crime,

the members of the accused fam-

ily were booked and jailed about

a year ago,” Ghule said. 

Rajpal Baba’s daughter-in-law

is the present pradhan of Hodal-

pur. She won the election after

defeating the wife of Geetam

Singh, the main accused in the tri-

ple murder, and now in police

custody, the SP said. 

The ADG inspected the spot

where the triple murder took

place and patiently heard the

aggrieved next of kin. 

After triple murder, the Pro-

vincial Armed Constabulary

(PAC) and the Rapid Action Force

(RAF) were deployed in the vil-

lage. Rajpal Baba, had a shop of

building material in Soron town

of Kasganj district. On Sunday

evening, Baba returned to Hodal-

pur early. His son Rudra, broth-

ers, Peram Singh, Radha Charan,

Pramod, Vijendra and Guddu

were returning to the village at

about 7.30 pm. 

“These six were targeted while

they were on their way to the vil-

lage and Radha Charan, Rudra

and Peram Singh were shot dead,

while Pramod, Vijendra and

Guddu were injured. 

12 held for triple 
murder; PAC, RAF 
deployed in village

NEXT OF KIN 
COMPLAIN OF 
POLICE INACTION
The bereaved next of kin com-
plained to Agra Zone ADG Ajay 
Anand about police inaction even 
though they had complained to 
the Soron police about tensions 
in the village. “There are com-
plaints against the local police 
and as such to probe the allega-
tions, an enquiry has been 
ordered and will be conducted by 
Kasganj additional SP Aditya 
Verma,” SP Kasganj Susheel Ghule 
said. 

LUCKNOW : A day after Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi spoke to

Usman Saifi, a student from

Amroha who topped class XII

examinations, the BJP on Mon-

day tasked its lawmakers with

felicitating all meritorious stu-

dents of class X and XII.

UP BJP chief Swatantra Dev

Singh has asked party lawmak-

ers to visit such students and fete

them at their homes. The law-

makers will have to identify such

students in their assembly seg-

ments and visit them.

“You should prepare a detailed

action plan for your assembly

constituency. Besides, you

should also think of more people-

connect initiatives. Each law-

maker should aspire to make his

constituency an ideal one,” the

state BJP chief said.

During his ‘Mann Ki Baat’

radio programme on Sunday, PM

Modi had called up Usman Saifi.

Soon after, UP’s minority welfare

minister Mohsin Raza while

describing Modi’s gesture as a

matter of pride for the commu-

nity announced that his ministry

would felicitate Saifi. 

UP BJP general secretary

(organisation) Sunil Bansal, after

reviewing recent digital interac-

tion party leadership had with

cadres in all 403 assembly seg-

ments of UP, also held a virtual

interaction with lawmakers. 

Deputy CM Keshav Prasad

Maurya had said the government

would felicitate students of not

just UP Board but those from

ICSE and CBSE Boards too.  HTC

UP BJP lawmakers to fete 
toppers in their homes

LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh Congress

Committee (UPCC) chief Ajay

Kumar Lallu along with other

senior party leaders and activists

was taken into custody for orga-

nising a protest outside Raj

Bhawan here accusing the BJP

government at the centre of

destabilising the Congress gov-

ernment in Rajasthan. 

Those taken into custody

included Rajya Sabha MP PL

Punia, party general secretaries

Manoj Yadav and Rakesh Sachan

among others. 

Lallu also targeted the Yogi

government for not allowing the

protest and alleged that the Cen-

tre was hell-bent on ‘killing’

democracy in the country. 

He said an elected government

was now being destabilised in

Rajasthan. Lallu said govern-

ments in Karnataka, Madhya

Pradesh and Goa had been desta-

bilised in the past. He said swear-

ing-in ceremony was organised at

6 am in the past (Maharashtra)

though it did not work in the

BJP’s favour. He said now moves

were afoot to repeat such

attempts in Rajasthan. 

Lallu said the BJP did not even

care about the healthy demo-

cratic traditions of the country.

HTC

P R O T E S T  O U T S I D E  R A J  B H AWA N  

Lallu, other Cong leaders 
taken into custody 

LUCKNOW:  Uttar Pradesh is going

to attempt a new record of ‘most

plant species planted simultane-

ously in multiple locations’ on

Tuesday. 

For making it to the Guinness

book of records, 2880 saplings of

240 plant species will be planted

in 8 locations. The 8 districts cho-

sen for the plantation are Luc-

know, Sitapur, Barabanki, Ayo-

dhya, Meerut, Gautam Buddha

Nagar, Banda and Chitrakoot. 

“In all 240 plant variety will be

planted. These include medici-

nal plants and fruits,” said Ravi

Singh, divisional forest officer,

Lucknow. 

The record will be made in an

hour starting tentatively at 10

am. HTC

UP to attempt 
plantation recordHT Correspondent

n allahabad.htdesk@hindustantimes.com

PRAYAGRAJ:  Senior AAP leader

Sanjay Singh on Monday lam-

basted the state government

claiming that Uttar Pradesh was

witnessing a spread of both

crime and coronavirus. 

He said that UP CM Yogi Adit-

yanath had completely failed in

checking the ‘Gundaraj’ and

that though Yogi had come to

power with the promise of set-

ting up ‘Ram Rajya’ in the state,

UP had today become ‘Firauti

(extortion) Pradesh’ under him.

He quoted the recent killing

of the eight policemen in Kan-

pur, murders of journalists in

Ghaziabad and Unnao, as well

as the frequent cases of rapes

and incidents of BJP leaders’

names coming up in connection

with crimes like kidnapping and

even prostitution to buttress his

claim.

Addressing mediapersons at

the Circuit House in Prayagraj,

on Monday, the Rajya Sabha MP

said that the sorry state of

affairs can be gauged from the

fact that today in UP, no one –

policemen, journalists, farmers,

mothers and daughters – was

safe and was being targeted by

criminals making one feel that

just ‘criminals’ were safe here.

 “It is normal to ask who is

safe in UP other than criminals

as the state has become a state of

crime under CM Yogi,” he said.

He also raised a question over

the timing of the proposed

‘bhumi pujan’ for the Ram tem-

ple in Ayodhya at a time when

there are restrictions even on

celebrating some of the biggest

festivals owing to Covid-19.  

“The PM should see how to

ensure that all norms as per the

current times are followed dur-

ing the event set for August 5. At

a time when there are restric-

tions on offering prayers in tem-

ples and mosques and even Kan-

war Yatra has been cancelled

due to Corona spread, this cere-

mony could have been planned

some time later in the future,”

he added.

On whether the event was

being held in the light of the

state assembly elections due in

the state in 2022, Singh said that

the BJP no longer had any peo-

ple-centric issue and was solely

focusing on politics of religion,

caste and hate.

‘UP a failure in checking corona, crime’
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